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INTRODUCTION

The institution of Public Service Commission came to India with the enactment
of Government of India Act, 1919. Section 38 of the Act state the following :

*(1) There shall be established in India a Public Service Commission,
consisting of not more than five members, of whom one shall be Chairman,
appointed by the Secretary of State in Council. Each members shall hold office
for five years, and may be reappointed. No rnember shall be removed before
the expiry of his term of office, except by order of the Secretary of State in
Council. The qualifications for appointment, and the pay and pension (if any)
attaching to the office of Chairman and Member, shall be prescribed by rules
made by the Sfacretary of State in Council.

(2) The Public Service Commission shall discharge, in regard to recruitment
and control of the public services in India, such functions as may be assigned
thereto by rules made by the Secretary of State in Council."

With the enactment of Government of India Act of 1935, the Public Service
Commission was established at the provincial level. Sections 264 to 268 dealt
with composition, staff, functions and expenses of the Public Service Commission.
The Constituent Assembly was engaged in a serious debate to create an
independent and neutral body in connection with the recruitment, promotion
and disciplinary matters pertaining to civil services.

Articies 315 to 323 of the Constitution of India deal with composition,
functions, expenses of the Commission. More than eight decades have passed
since the establishment of the Public Service Commission in India and five decades
have passed since Constitution of India came into being giving an independent
status to the Public Service Commission. During this period, rules and procedures
of conduct of business of the Public Service Commission, its limitation of powers,
the procedures of conduct of examination have developed. There have been
many judicial pronouncements of the Apex Court and High Court clarifying the
role and jurisdiction of the Commission. The National Conference of Public Service






